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STATOTHR 12 Pebrumry lyoR
MAMIRANDUM FOR 'THE RECORD
+ . I - 7oconed me o8 BUOSAY,
11 February 1962, saying that he would like LEPRET[Hpy|DiTector to discuss
cne rovers case. HMr. WeCons told me to bave e bis bouse st 5 M.
s, Houston, the General Counsel, 8iso wes prosent.
STATOTHR . , ‘

2. in soewer t- questions, he was inrormed in substance
an tullows, A letter sigoed Wy & Mrs. Abel last year suggesting the pussi~
bility of an exchangs resulted in Dovovan (Abel's lewyer) getting in touch
wich United states officials to inform them or this lstier ad Lo mound out
Govarcaentsl views on his continuing eftoris towerd the ead of = commutation
47 Abgl's sentence with the Soviet Russisns comamuiing Fowers' sentence. At
5o tine WES 6% 8 Government W Covernmeat srfair but as LONOVAR Was
aegobisting as a privaie lavyer. %o one ever sav Mrs. idel until Jomoven
hriefly SAW ScReone purporving o be Mrs. Abel in Esst Beriin. pMerther
Jeelers were usnde by the Russians snd laat fall the idee Of &n exchangs, which
wuid got be callsd fa exChADge, VaS Iresumed. LOnOVaD eventualiy mads wWips
tn fapt Berlic where be visited the Boviet Exbessy and talked to Mr. Shishkin,
ihe Second Secretary, snd with Vogei, snd Bast German lawyer ¥no was
representing Mrs. Abel sand who incidenily wes the lawyer spyointed o represeut
fryor, ubhe Americmu Brudent who wes tried in Seast Germany. A wesk ago 1%
ch}%m:i,m Donovan B8 though the Hussians vested Abel back and Domoven tried
o gev the release of Dol MY rowers but also Msckimnon and Pryox, dul he
‘nsisted that Abel would not be returned until Fowers had beon turaed over { ©

the U.B. officials.
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G dongvan worked vith the Attorney General’s office oo this and the
sommutation of Abel’s sentence was epproved by the Presidant on condition f
Lhat Fowers bDe released. Abel was {lown 1o New York ready to be flowm Lo :
Jermany wher word would ecome (rom Donovan that Fowers would be retwrned. {
The Fest Gerpene sgreed L0 ommmute Lhe sentences of Pryor snd the Busaians hald z
sub sowme Tulure hops for Meckinnon's release. Last week the arrengements |
e compieted. Abel and Fowers were exchanged on the Gilenicke Bridae |
betueen Potsdss and Berlin on Ssturday, 10 Februnry 1942, with & delay of
weaty misuwes because Fryor had bees relessed in s different locstion and
i Amsricens wanled 10 mmke sure that Fryor was in their custody efore
sty would give up Atel for Powers.

STATOTHR |

% I vs= informed that Fowers is in good health mentally and !

»oysically, whit Donovan had come beck on the ssms plane with him, and that
e family is now with his., Mr. McCone advised that be vould neme o Bosrd i
21 Ingiry w0 investigate all the circumstances incident to the contractual ;
relations of Fowers and why he didn't complete his mission and otber cuestions,
incivding vhat sslary if ey would be paid o him, ete. ‘

STATOTHR

2. alier [ ierc. . MeCone told ar. Mouston o met busy |

i Lbie Boaprd, and Llkere vas Some discussion of its composition. BMe. MeCone

STATOTHR |
siressed o [ sost it vould ve savisable not to emphasize that an |
”zﬁh&ﬁm“ hed tmken place and, if possible, 80t to bring MacKimnon into the |
pleture because Uils might endaager or delay commutation of his sentence. ‘
e fussians periiculariy d4id not want the exchange ides stressed but rather (
niste that this was an emercise of clemency by them to Fowers. [ s=ic STATOTH

Lot woakdd so ipnform his Hew York Office.
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. Cumscions as to whether Fowers bad been shot down at 68,000 fest
o v ther bis engive had died sut and there had been a near hit around
13,00 feet, wore BOt snswered becauss Mr. MeCons said we would koow ihe
gvers arteyr She exhaustive debrieling that Mr. Fowers would receive. As
,«h& guention of whether or not it vas delieved that Mr. Povers was &
Gefecior, tbe lDirector said of course & mmall segpmwnt of people in the U.H,
sy think B0, but there was nothing so far that would give credence to

shat meliel.

SUARLEY J,. GROGAN
Lzsistant to the Director
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